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On the Commercial Information Network and the Social Control of the Qing State:
a Pseudo-memorial Case in the Qianlong’s Reign
Historians have long considered the pseudo-Sun Jiagan Memorial case as one of the most important literary
inquisition cases. This paper investigates the ways in which the pseudo-drafts were circulated in the society when the
Qing dynasty was approaching its most prosperous times. Merchants from a variety of social strata served as the main
distributors in the circulation of the pseudo-drafts. They acquired information through the guilds in the commercial
centers and further disseminated the drafts to a wide range of locales. At the same time commoners in the local society
expressed their discontent with the Qing rule and displayed their political and cultural mentality through spreading the
pseudo—drafts. The commercial information circulation weakened the state power rendering the seemingly powerful and
efficient provincial governors incompetent in their investigation of the pseudo-drafts case and the emperor could not do

anything to help.

2011 -08 -30
(1972—) : 100872

22



13%

@

3000

625

43

4300

”»

269

o

130%

460

276

70% .

23



24

®
o

”»

o

o

”» Q)

[13

”»



©

©)

)

(

)

(

25



26

o



27



18

28

113

9 25

“«



(

»
18

)

(

(18

)

«

29



“ » B
o
113 ”
~
@
o
?
o
°
A
|
SN ~ N
“« ”
30
> o

30

°
°
?
32
)
°

o

( John Thompson)

)



@ = «

@ K«

(1796—1889) )

76
©

968
@ «
® «

@ «
S

(
» 1998

)
) 1998

985

(

p) ( Y 1984

» 36

b

» 99 2002

(
1998

(
2005

(

>( ) 2000

b
bi
bi .
)

> ()«

)
( ) 1998

)
( ) 1998 2

)

§ » 1998 3

4
4

® «

)
¢ ) 1999 2
® «
D)
{ » 1999
@ «
)
1999 4
® «
D)
4
@ <
) ( ) 1999
@ «
)
) 1999 4
@ « »
@ « »
@ « »
@ « »
® ¢
(1796—1889) ) 91
@ ( »
@ « »
@ « »
30 (
1996
@D (
1680—1785 )
3@ « »

2

(

(

y o2

» 1999

2008

31



