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What Chinese Biographies & Moral Exemplars Tell Usabout Disaser Experiences ( 1600 —1900)
Inthe pag the paradign of the dynadic cycle asociating dynadic decline with the increasng occurrence of serious
d sagers on the one hand and the verdicts o inperidis Wesern observerson a doomed enpire on the other hand were quite
dfective in shaping the way we perceive the higory of dsagersin China. There has been little focused research that would
help us to get beyond these comnonplace satements towards an enpiricaly well-founded hidory of disagters, egecidly their
inpact on people, ciety and cuture. By exploring the biogrgphiesin the locd hidoriesd the Lirfen regon, thispaper is
dedgned to examine the potertid of this type of urce for a cutura and ocid higory of dsagersin China.
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