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The Dispute over the Emperor Guangxu s Ascending to the Throne

Empewr Guangxu ascended to the throne under the control of Empress Dowager Cixi. But the dispute over his

succession to the throne lasted for several years. Wu Kedu even committed suicide to make his voice heard by the Qing

cowrt. As aresult of Wus suicidal potest, more high ranking officials had been summaned to discuss the throne succession

issue. This paper examines the wle of the “Qingliv” officials, or the “Purification Clique”, at this critical moment.
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