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TheStudy of the Officers and Men of the Green Standard
Army Enlisted in the Eight Banner Navy Troops

WANG Gang ( Department of History, Xiamen University ; wanggangl 644@ 126. com)

Since the late Kangxi reign ( 1662—1722 ), some officers, sailors and artisans of the Green
Standard Army had been incorporated into the Eight Banner Naval troops. This was an extremely rare
example of Green Standard Army personnel being transformed into the Eight Banners in the Qing
Dynasty. The principle of governance was “Manchu First” and the government had maintained the Eight
Banners exclusivity and independence, so the case represented a temporary fix. The officers and men of
the Green Standard Army who served in the Eight Banner Navy troops temporarily, suffered various forms
of discrimination, in areas such as the salaries and promotion. After the establishment of the Eight
Banner Navy troops, the bannermen wasted salaries and did not master the skill of sailing warships or
fighting on the sea. The daily activities of the navy relied on the officers and men of the Green Standard
Army, but the government was still eager to eliminate them. The Eight Banner navy troops’ situation
demonstrated that the chief incentive for the establishment of the navy was not military strategy but
alleviating the Eight Banners livelihood problem. Meanwhile, the inferior military capability of the naval

force was predetermined.
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