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Research on the Statistics of Military Land and Total Land in the Early Qing Dynasty

MAO Yike (National School of Development, Peking University; maoyike@ pku. edu. cn)

There were errors with the land statistics in Qing Huidian and Qing Wenxian Tongkao. Among the
official land statistics before the Qianlong period, only the statistics of 1685 were relatively accurate. The
“total land data” of that year included the data on civil lands and military lands that had been
transformed from the governance of guards and battalions to the governance of counties. The “military
land data” of that year included the military lands which were still under the governance of guards and
battalions. The contents of the statistics for 1724 | 1753, 1766 were different from province to province.
In some provinces, both “total land data” and “military land data” did not include the military land
transformed to the counties. In some other provinces, both data were included as military land. After
emending the official land data by the statistics from provincial gazetteers, we can find a smoother land

growth curve than the estimates of earlier scholars.
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