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Quantitative Analysis of Tea Trade of ShanxiM erchants n QingDynasty :
Takng the Jaqing Reign asan Example

After all, whatwere the dimensionsof the profits gurring the arduous Shanxi merchants o engage in the long distance
tea trade betveen Kiakhta and Fujian. The question of the profits and managerial achievementsof the Shanxi merchants has
dravn thewidegpread interest of econamic hisorians including L iu Jiansheng and W u L imin'sA nalysis of the A ccomplish-
ments of the Shanxi M erchant Tea Trade for exanple analyzed this problem. But, regrettably, due to the lack of historical
reources these discussions place greater enphasis on analysis and pay less attention the profits theM ing and Qing Shanxi
teamerchants eamed. At present on one has yet published a quantitative analysis Taking the Jiaging reign as its focus,
this article undertakes an analysis of literary ources on long - distance tea trade rutes, the daily average anount of tea
trangorted, average daily per cgpita expenditures, average trangportation costs 1o obtain the trangortation cost. Comparing
the average price of various typesof W uyishan teas and the selling pricesof tea in Kiakhta the author calculates the profit-
ability of theM ing - Qing tea trade.
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