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“ The Redanption of the Rasals’ : The X ngzheng Reform sand the Trandormation of the Status
of L ower - L evel Central Adm nistration Persinel

Peronnel issueswere one of the tvo main practical problenswhich confronted the Xinzheng refomsof the late Qing.
In fact, themajority of new officials had not received the naw training. Clerks in local administration who abused their pow-
er o seek ranunerationwere called’ rascals’ and the overstaffing of goverrment administration continued. The article focu-
seson o key events that occurred in 1910 The firstwas a feud betveen the lower - level personnel of the nev Board of
Civil Affairsand the president of theBoard The second eventwas the internal examination undertaken by the same board in
1910 Both events illustrate the pemanence of high levelsof campetition for official positions in the nevly reformed central
bureaucracy, and demonstrate the attractiveness of the bureaucratic career as away © achieve prestige and influence re-
mained unchanged by the refoms
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