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It is generally believed that it was only after defeat by Japan that the Qing embraced a policy

of large-scale railroad construction. This paper shows, however, that the pre-war administration

of I-xuan, Prince Chun had already firmly established railroad development as part of national

policy. Thus, rather than argue that China’s railroads were a response to military defeat, it is

more accurate to say that the outbreak of the war interrupted their normal development.
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