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This essay proves that neither Yuan Shikai’s nor Xu Shichang’s informing against the Reform Movement of 1898 was
the essential condition for the movement’s failure. Furthermore, it was Ronglu who accept the message from Yuan not
Yikuang. Yuan was not attached to the reformist group, and Emperor Guangxu had appreciated Yuan’s ability prior to

the advent of the Reformist Group. For Yuan, saving the emperor was tantamount to saving himself. The later rise of

Yuan was not a reward from the Empress dowager for exposing the reformers.
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