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The Habit of Extravagance of Central Shanxi Province in the Qing Dynasty

In the Qing dynasty, the habit of extravagance was prevalent in Central Shanxi penetrating into all aspects of daily

life. This fashion was a direct product of merchant leadership and the habit of extravagance drove people to engage in com-

mercial activities. This improved regional prosperity and furthered the development of a regional merchant clique — Shanxi

merchants — who, in turn, further promoted the habit of extravagance.
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